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Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

1 . Claims 1 -3 7 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The prior art made of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the claimed invention. 
Specifically, the prior art fails to teach, in combination with the remaining elements, 

a method of communication to facilitate forums for discussion, said method comprising: 
providing an array of spaced apart locations at each of which a plurality of users may enter Into 
discussion with one another, providing each location with indicia associated with a subject for 
discussion, displaying discussion topics by said indicia at said spaced apart locations, enabling 
users to gather together at said spaced apart locations to form groups to pursue the discussion 
indicated by said indicia, displaying a new discussion topic by at least one of said indicia at said 
spaced apart locations to set up a new discussion group, providing a remote control to remotely 
alter said indicia at at least one of said spaced apart locations to display new discussion topic to 
set up a new discussion group at said location, and controlling said indicia at at least one of said 
spaced apart locations remotely by said remote control whereby users may participate in person 
in structured and dynamic networked discussion as recited, or similarly recited, in claims 1,3, 
18, 19, 29, and 34. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Inquires 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sy Luu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4064. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:300 am to 4:00 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (571) 272-4063. 

The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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